
You are sitting in front of a beautiful monument, you may have come a long way to get here. 

But do you now the history of this place? 

 

In 1870 France was on war with Prussia. The emperor Napoleon III was dismissed, and a new government was elected. In 

1871, they decided to surrender to the enemy. On March 18th, when they tried to collect the city ‘s canons from the 

National Guard, the people of Paris raised against them. The Commune of Paris was born. 

During 3 months, this revolutionary movement ruled the city, bringing a humanist and social political program that would 

still be worth fighting for today:  abolition of the death penalty, separation of Church and State, end of monopolies and 

privileges, revocation of leaders, workers’ emancipation, equality of rights for women, freedom of press… 

On May 21st, 1871, started the “Bloody Week”. The government now installed in Versailles entered into the city and killed 

all rebels, men, women and children. Survivors were sent to secret jails if not sentenced to death. 

In 1875, the Sacré Coeur is built, in order to expiate the crimes of the insurgents, as a symbol of the “New Moral Order”. 

It is an insult to everyone who fights for their rights, for equality, for a better world. 

 

These days, our new president’s political strategy is clear: more for the richest, and less for the poor. Rail workers, 

university students, health workers, and many others are protesting, claiming for another world. And the answer is 

systematic: violence, arrests, media manipulation.  

Haven’t we learnt anything from History? Do we really have to die if we just want to live? 

Please remember this when you enter this “Holy place”. 
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